
World Heritage List
sites located in the area of Balkans



Bulgaria

Nessebar
Ancient City

Situated on a rocky peninsula on the Black Sea, the more than 3,000-year-old site of Nessebar was originally a Thracian 
settlement (Menebria). At the beginning of the 6th century BC, the city became a Greek colony. The city’s remains, which date 
mostly  from  the  Hellenistic  period,  include  the  acropolis,  a  temple  of  Apollo,  an  agora  and  a  wall  from  the  Thracian 
fortifications. Among other monuments, the Stara Mitropolia Basilica and the fortress date from the Middle Ages, when this was 
one of the most important Byzantine towns on the west coast of the Black Sea. Wooden houses built in the 19th century are 
typical of the Black Sea architecture of the period.

 Boyana Church Located on the outskirts of Sofia, Boyana Church consists of three buildings. The eastern church was built in the 10th century, 
then enlarged at the beginning of the 13th century by Sebastocrator Kaloyan, who ordered a second two storey building to be 
erected next to it.  The frescoes in this second church, painted in 1259, make it  one of the most important collections of 
medieval paintings. The ensemble is completed by a third church, built at the beginning of the 19th century. This site is one of  
the most complete and perfectly preserved monuments of east European medieval art.

 Madara Rider The Madara Rider, representing the figure of a knight triumphing over a lion, is carved into a 100-m-high cliff near the village of  
Madara  in  north-east  Bulgaria.  Madara  was  the  principal  sacred  place  of  the  First  Bulgarian  Empire  before  Bulgaria’s 
conversion to Christianity in the 9th century. The inscriptions beside the sculpture tell of events that occurred between AD 705 
and 801.

 Rila Monastery Rila Monastery was founded in the 10th century by St John of Rila, a hermit canonized by the Orthodox Church. His ascetic 
dwelling and tomb became a holy site and were transformed into a monastic complex which played an important role in the 
spiritual and social life of medieval Bulgaria. Destroyed by fire at the beginning of the 19th century, the complex was rebuilt  
between  1834  and  1862.  A characteristic  example  of  the  Bulgarian  Renaissance  (18th–19th  centuries),  the  monument 
symbolizes the awareness of a Slavic cultural identity following centuries of occupation.

Ivanovo
Rock-Hewn 
Churches

In the valley of the Roussenski Lom River, in north east Bulgaria, a complex of rock-hewn churches, chapels, monasteries and 
cells developed in the vicinity of the village of Ivanovo. This is where the first hermits had dug out their cells and churches 
during the 12th century. The 14th-century murals testify to the exceptional skill of the artists belonging to the Tarnovo School of 
painting.

Kazanlak
Thracian Tomb

Discovered in 1944, this tomb dates from the Hellenistic period, around the end of the 4th century BC. It is located near  
Seutopolis, the capital city of the Thracian king Seutes III, and is part of a large Thracian necropolis. The tholos has a narrow 
corridor  and a  round burial  chamber,  both decorated with  murals  representing  Thracian burial  rituals  and culture.  These 
paintings are Bulgaria’s best-preserved artistic masterpieces from the Hellenistic period.

Sveshtari
Thracian Tomb

Discovered  in  1982 near  the  village  of  Sveshtari,  this  3rd-century BC Thracian  tomb reflects  the  fundamental  structural 
principles  of  Thracian cult  buildings.  The tomb has a  unique  architectural  decor,  with  polychrome half-human,  half-plant 
caryatids  and painted murals.  The 10  female  figures  carved in  high  relief  on  the walls  of  the  central  chamber  and the 
decoration of the lunette in its vault are the only examples of this type found so far in the Thracian lands. It is a remarkable  
reminder of the culture of the Getes, a Thracian people who were in contact with the Hellenistic and Hyperborean worlds, 
according to ancient geographers.



Pirin National Park Spread over an area of over 27,000 ha, at an altitude between 1008 and 2914 m in the Pirin Mountains, southwest Bulgaria, 
the site comprises diverse limestone mountain landscapes with glacial lakes, waterfalls, caves and predominantly coniferous 
forests. It was added to the World Heritage List in 1983. The extension now covers an area of around 40,000 ha in the Pirin 
Mountains, and overlaps with the Pirin National Park, except for two areas developed for tourism (skiing). The dominant part of 
the extension is high mountain territory over 2000m in altitude, and covered mostly by alpine meadows, rocky screes and 
summits.

Srebarna Nature 
Reserve

The Srebarna Nature Reserve is a freshwater lake adjacent to the Danube and extending over 600 ha. It is the breeding 
ground of almost 100 species of birds, many of which are rare or endangered. Some 80 other bird species migrate and seek 
refuge there every winter. Among the most interesting bird species are the Dalmatian pelican, great egret, night heron, purple 
heron, glossy ibis and white spoonbill.

Macedonia

Ohrid region Situated on the shores of Lake Ohrid,  the town of Ohrid is one of the oldest  human settlements in Europe.  Built  mainly 
between the 7th and 19th centuries, it has the oldest Slav monastery (St Pantelejmon) and more than 800 Byzantine-style 
icons dating from the 11th to the end of the 14th century. After those of the Tretiakov Gallery in Moscow, this is considered to 
be the most important collection of icons in the world

Albania

 Butrint Inhabited since prehistoric times, Butrint has been the site of a Greek colony, a Roman city and a bishopric. Following a period 
of prosperity under Byzantine administration, then a brief occupation by the Venetians, the city was abandoned in the late 
Middle Ages after marshes formed in the area. The present archaeological site is a repository of ruins representing each period 
in the city’s development.

Berat
Historic Centre

Berat and Gjirokastra are inscribed as rare examples of an architectural character typical of the Ottoman period. Located in  
central Albania, Berat bears witness to the coexistence of various religious and cultural communities down the centuries. It 
features a castle, locally known as the Kala, most of which was built in the 13th century, although its origins date back to the 
4th  century BC.  The citadel  area numbers  many Byzantine  churches,  mainly  from the 13th  century,  as  well  as  several  
mosques built under the Ottoman era which began in 1417.

  Gjirokastra
Historic Centre

Gjirokastra,  in  the Drinos river valley in  southern Albania,  features a series of  outstanding two-story houses which were 
developed in the 17th century. The town also retains a bazaar, an 18th-century mosque and two churches of the same period.

Kosovo

Dečani Monastery The four edifices of the site reflect the high points of the Byzantine-Romanesque ecclesiastical culture, with its distinct style of  
wall painting, which developed in the Balkans between the 13th and 17th centuries. The Dečani Monastery was built in the 
mid-14th century for the Serbian king Stefan Dečanski and is also his mausoleum. 



Peć Monastery The Patriarchate of Peć Monastery is a group of four domed churches featuring series of wall paintings. The 13th-century 
frescoes of the Church of Holy Apostles are painted in a unique, monumental style. Early 14th-century frescoes in the church 
of the Holy Virgin of Ljevisa represent the appearance of the new so-called Palaiologian Renaissance style, combining the 
influences of the eastern Orthodox Byzantine and the Western Romanesque traditions. The style played a decisive role in 
subsequent Balkan art.

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Višegrad
Mehmed Paša 

Sokolović Bridge

The Mehmed Paša Sokolović Bridge of Višegrad across the Drina River in the east of Bosnia and Herzegovina was built at the 
end of the 16th century by the court architect Mimar Koca Sinan on the orders of Grand Vizier Mehmed Paša Sokolović. 
Characteristic of the apogee of Ottoman monumental architecture and civil engineering, the bridge has 11 masonry arches with 
spans of 11 m to 15 m, and an access ramp at right angles with four arches on the left bank of the river. The 179.5 m long  
bridge is a representative masterpiece of Sinan, one of the greatest architects and engineers of the classical Ottoman period 
and a contemporary of the Italian Renaissance, with which his work may be compared. The unique elegance of proportion and 
monumental nobility of the whole site bear witness to the greatness of this style of architecture.

 Mostar
Old Bridge

Area of the Old 
City

The historic town of Mostar, spanning a deep valley of the Neretva River, developed in the 15th and 16th centuries as an 
Ottoman frontier town and during the Austro-Hungarian period in the 19th and 20th centuries. Mostar has long been known for 
its old Turkish houses and Old Bridge, Stari Most, after which it is named. In the 1990s conflict, however, most of the historic  
town and the Old Bridge, designed by the renowned architect Sinan, was destroyed. The Old Bridge was recently rebuilt and 
many of the edifices in the Old Town have been restored or rebuilt with the contribution of an international scientific committee 
established by UNESCO. The Old Bridge area, with its pre-Ottoman, eastern Ottoman, Mediterranean and western European 
architectural features, is an outstanding example of a multicultural urban settlement. The reconstructed Old Bridge and Old 
City of Mostar is a symbol of reconciliation, international co-operation and of the coexistence of diverse cultural, ethnic and 
religious communities.

Northern Greece

Vergina
Archaeological 

Site of Aigai

The city of Aigai, the ancient first capital of the Kingdom of Macedonia, was discovered in the 19th century near Vergina, in 
northern  Greece.  The most  important  remains are the monumental  palace,  lavishly  decorated with  mosaics and painted 
stuccoes, and the burial ground with more than 300 tumuli, some of which date from the 11th century B.C. One of the royal  
tombs in the Great Tumulus is identified as that of Philip II, who conquered all the Greek cities, paving the way for his son 
Alexander and the expansion of the Hellenistic world.

Corfu
Old Town

The Old Town of Corfu, on the Island of Corfu off the western coasts of Albania and Greece, is located in a strategic position at 
the entrance of the Adriatic Sea, and has its roots in the 8th century BC. The three forts of the town, designed by renowned 
Venetian engineers, were used for four centuries to defend the maritime trading interests of the Republic of Venice against the 
Ottoman Empire. In the course of time, the forts were repaired and partly rebuilt several times, more recently under British rule  
in the 19th century. The mainly neoclassical housing stock of the Old Town is partly from the Venetian period, partly of later  
construction, notably the 19th century. As a fortified Mediterranean port, Corfu’s urban and port ensemble is notable for its high 
level of integrity and authenticity.



Thessalonika
Paleochristian and 

Byzantine 
Monuments

Founded in  315 B.C.,  the  provincial  capital  and  sea port  of  Thessalonika  was  one  of  the  first  bases  for  the  spread  of  
Christianity. Among its Christian monuments are fine churches, some built on the Greek cross plan and others on the three-
nave basilica plan. Constructed over a long period, from the 4th to the 15th century, they constitute a diachronic typological 
series, which had considerable influence in the Byzantine world. The mosaics of the rotunda, St Demetrius and St David are 
among the great masterpieces of early Christian art.

Meteora In a region of  almost  inaccessible sandstone peaks,  monks settled on these 'columns of  the sky'  from the 11th century 
onwards. Twenty-four of these monasteries were built,  despite incredible difficulties, at the time of the great revival of the 
eremetic ideal in the 15th century. Their 16th-century frescoes mark a key stage in the development of post-Byzantine painting.

Mount Athos An Orthodox spiritual centre since 1054, Mount Athos has enjoyed an autonomous statute since Byzantine times. The 'Holy 
Mountain', which is forbidden to women and children, is also a recognized artistic site. The layout of the monasteries (about 20 
of which are presently inhabited by some 1,400 monks) had an influence as far afield as Russia, and its school of painting 
influenced the history of Orthodox art.

Serbia

Gamzigrad
Felix Romuliana

The Late Roman fortified palace compound and memorial complex of Gamzigrad-Romuliana, Palace of Galerius, in the east of 
Serbia, was commissioned by Emperor Caius Valerius Galerius Maximianus, in the late 3rd and early 4th centuries. It was 
known as Felix Romuliana, named after the emperor’s mother.  The site consists of fortifications, the palace in the north-
western part of the complex, basilicas, temples, hot baths, memorial complex, and a tetrapylon. The group of buildings is also 
unique in its intertwining of ceremonial and memorial functions.

Sopoćani 
Monastery

On the outskirts of Stari Ras, the first capital of Serbia, there is an impressive group of medieval monuments consisting of 
fortresses, churches and monasteries. The monastery at Sopoćani is a reminder of the contacts between Western civilization 
and the Byzantine world.

Studenica 
Monastery

The Studenica Monastery was established in the late 12th century by Stevan Nemanja, founder of the medieval Serb state,  
shortly after his abdication. It is the largest and richest of Serbia’s Orthodox monasteries. Its two principal monuments, the 
Church of the Virgin and the Church of the King, both built of white marble, enshrine priceless collections of 13th- and 14th-
century Byzantine painting.

Montenegro

Kotor
Natural and 

Culturo-Historical 
Region

In the Middle Ages, this natural harbour on the Adriatic coast in Montenegro was an important artistic and commercial centre  
with its own famous schools of masonry and iconography. A large number of the monuments (including four Romanesque 
churches and the town walls) were seriously damaged by the 1979 earthquake but the town has been restored, largely with 
UNESCO’s help.

Durmitor 
National Park

This breathtaking national park was formed by glaciers and is traversed by rivers and underground streams. Along the Tara 
river canyon, which has the deepest gorges in Europe, the dense pine forests are interspersed with clear lakes and harbour a 
wide range of endemic flora.



Romania

Northern Moldavia
Churches

These eight churches of northern Moldavia, built from the late 15th century to the late 16th century, their external walls covered 
in fresco paintings, are masterpieces inspired by Byzantine art. They are authentic and particularly well preserved. Far from 
being mere wall decorations, the paintings form a systematic covering on all the facades and represent complete cycles of  
religious themes.Their exceptional composition, the elegance of the characters, and the harmony of the colors blend perfectly 
with  the  surrounding  countryside.  The  interior  and  exterior  walls  of  the  Church  of  the  Suceviţa  Monastery  are  entirely  
decorated with mural paintings of the 16th century, and this church is the only one to show a representation of the ladder of St  
John Climacus.

Orastie Mountains
Dacian Fortresses

Built in the 1st centuries B.C. and A.D. under Dacian rule, these fortresses show an unusual fusion of military and religious  
architectural techniques and concepts from the classical world and the late European Iron Age. The six defensive works, the 
nucleus of the Dacian Kingdom, were conquered by the Romans at the beginning of the 2nd century A.D.; their extensive and 
well-preserved remains stand in spectacular natural surroundings and give a dramatic picture of a vigorous and innovative 
civilization.

Sighişoara
Historic Centre

Founded by German craftsmen and merchants known as the Saxons of Transylvania, Sighişoara is a fine example of a small,  
fortified medieval town which played an important strategic and commercial role on the fringes of central Europe for several 
centuries.

Horezu Monastery Founded in 1690 by Prince Constantine Brancovan, the monastery of Horezu, in Walachia, is a masterpiece of the 'Brancovan' 
style. It  is known for its architectural purity and balance, the richness of its sculptural detail,  the treatment of its religious 
compositions, its votive portraits and its painted decorative works. The school of mural and icon painting established at the 
monastery in the 18th century was famous throughout the Balkan region.

Transylvania
Villages with 

Fortified Churches

These  Transylvanian  villages  with  their  fortified  churches  provide  a  vivid  picture  of  the  cultural  landscape  of  southern 
Transylvania. The seven villages inscribed, founded by the Transylvanian Saxons, are characterized by a specific land-use 
system, settlement pattern and organization of the family farmstead that have been preserved since the late Middle Ages. They 
are dominated by their fortified churches, which illustrate building styles from the 13th to the 16th century.

Maramureş
Wooden Churches

These eight churches are outstanding examples of a range of architectural solutions from different periods and areas. They 
show the variety of designs and craftsmanship adopted in these narrow, high, timber constructions with their characteristic tall, 
slim clock towers at the western end of the building, either single- or double-roofed and covered by shingles. As such, they are 
a particular vernacular expression of the cultural landscape of this mountainous area of northern Romania.

Danube Delta The waters of the Danube, which flow into the Black Sea, form the largest and best preserved of Europe's deltas. The Danube 
delta hosts over 300 species of birds as well as 45 freshwater fish species in its numerous lakes and marshes.

Slovenia

Alps
Prehistoric Pile 

dwellings

This  serial  property  of  111  small  individual  sites  encompasses  the  remains  of  prehistoric  pile-dwelling  (or  stilt  house) 
settlements in and around the Alps built from around 5000 to 500 B.C. on the edges of lakes, rivers or wetlands. Excavations, 
only conducted in  some of  the sites,  have yielded evidence that  provides insight  into life  in  prehistoric  times during the 



Neolithic and Bronze Age in Alpine Europe and the way communities interacted with their environment. Fifty-six of the sites are 
located in Switzerland. The settlements are a unique group of exceptionally well-preserved and culturally rich archaeological 
sites, which constitute one of the most important sources for the study of early agrarian societies in the region.

Škocjan Caves This exceptional system of limestone caves comprises collapsed dolines, some 6 km of underground passages with a total 
depth of more than 200 m, many waterfalls and one of the largest known underground chambers. The site, located in the Kras  
region (literally meaning Karst), is one of the most famous in the world for the study of karstic phenomena.

Northern Turkey

Troy
Archaeological 

Site

Troy, with its 4,000 years of history, is one of the most famous archaeological sites in the world. The first excavations at the site 
were undertaken by the famous archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann in 1870. In scientific terms, its extensive remains are the 
most significant demonstration of the first contact between the civilizations of Anatolia and the Mediterranean world. Moreover, 
the siege of Troy by Spartan and Achaean warriors from Greece in the 13th or 12th century B.C., immortalized by Homer in the 
Iliad, has inspired great creative artists throughout the world ever since.

Istanbul
Historic Areas

With  its  strategic  location  on  the  Bosphorus  peninsula  between  the  Balkans  and  Anatolia,  the  Black  Sea  and  the 
Mediterranean, Istanbul has been associated with major political, religious and artistic events for more than 2,000 years. Its 
masterpieces include the ancient Hippodrome of Constantine, the 6th-century Hagia Sophia and the 16th-century Süleymaniye 
Mosque, all now under threat from population pressure, industrial pollution and uncontrolled urbanization.

Edirne
Selimiye Mosque 

and its Social 
Complex

The square Mosque with its single great dome and four slender minarets, dominates the skyline of the former Ottoman capital 
of  Edirne.  Sinan,  the  most  famous  of  Ottoman  architects  in  the  16th  century,  considered  the  complex,  which  includes 
madrasas (Islamic schools),  a covered market, clock house, outer courtyard and library, to be his best work. The interior 
decoration using Iznik tiles from the peak period of their production testifies to an art form that remains unsurpassed in this  
material. The complex is considered to be the most harmonious expression ever achieved of the Ottoman külliye, a group of  
buildings constructed around a mosque and managed as a single institution.

Croatia

Poreč
Episcopal 
Complex

The group of religious monuments in Porec, where Christianity was established as early as the 4th century, constitutes the 
most complete surviving complex of its type. The basilica, atrium, baptistery and episcopal palace are outstanding examples of 
religious architecture, while the basilica itself combines classical and Byzantine elements in an exceptional manner.

Trogir
Historic City

Trogir is a remarkable example of urban continuity.  The orthogonal street plan of this island settlement dates back to the 
Hellenistic period and it was embellished by successive rulers with many fine public and domestic buildings and fortifications. 
Its  beautiful  Romanesque churches are complemented by the outstanding Renaissance and Baroque buildings  from the 
Venetian period.

Split
Historical Complex
with the Palace of 

Diocletian

The ruins of Diocletian's Palace, built between the late 3rd and the early 4th centuries A.D., can be found throughout the city.  
The  cathedral  was  built  in  the  Middle  Ages,  reusing  materials  from  the  ancient  mausoleum.  Twelfth-  and  13th-century 
Romanesque churches, medieval fortifications, 15th-century Gothic palaces and other palaces in Renaissance and Baroque 
style make up the rest of the protected area.



Dubrovnik
Old City

The 'Pearl of the Adriatic', situated on the Dalmatian coast, became an important Mediterranean sea power from the 13th 
century onwards. Although severely damaged by an earthquake in 1667, Dubrovnik managed to preserve its beautiful Gothic, 
Renaissance and Baroque churches, monasteries, palaces and fountains. Damaged again in the 1990s by armed conflict, it is 
now the focus of a major restoration programme co-ordinated by UNESCO.

Hvar Island
Stari Grad Plain

Stari Grad Plain on the Adriatic island of Hvar is a cultural landscape that has remained practically intact since it was first  
colonized by Ionian Greeks from Paros in the 4th century BC. The original agricultural activity of this fertile plain, mainly 
centring on grapes and olives, has been maintained since Greek times to the present. The site is also a natural reserve. The 
landscape features ancient stone walls and trims, or small stone shelters, and bears testimony to the ancient geometrical 
system of land division used by the ancient Greeks, the chora which has remained virtually intact over 24 centuries.

Šibenik
Cathedral of St 

James

The Cathedral of St James in Šibenik (1431-1535), on the Dalmatian coast, bears witness to the considerable exchanges in 
the field of monumental arts between Northern Italy, Dalmatia and Tuscany in the 15th and 16th centuries. The three architects 
who succeeded one another in the construction of the Cathedral - Francesco di Giacomo, Georgius Mathei Dalmaticus and 
Niccolò di Giovanni Fiorentino - developed a structure built entirely from stone and using unique construction techniques for 
the vaulting and the dome of the Cathedral. The form and the decorative elements of the Cathedral, such as a remarkable 
frieze decorated with 71 sculptured faces of men, women, and children, also illustrate the successful fusion of Gothic and 
Renaissance art.

Plitvice Lakes 
National Park

The waters flowing over the limestone and chalk have, over thousands of years, deposited travertine barriers, creating natural 
dams which in turn have created a series of beautiful lakes, caves and waterfalls. These geological processes continue today. 
The forests in the park are home to bears, wolves and many rare bird species.

Information from the official site of UNESCO www.unesco.org
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