
GOEL Travels is a Responsible Tourism Tour Operator that offers services and 

tours according to the principles of Responsible and Sustainable Tourism.

GOEL Travels is part of GOEL Cooperative Group.

we walk
for a better

future

TURISMO RESPONSABILE
travel agency and tour operator



Calabria is the most southerly region of the Italian mainland, the 

“toe of the boot”.

Alongside its rich historical and cultural heritage, the region has 

abundant natural resources. Calabria is an open-air botanical 

garden, with a very special micro-climate and a wide range of 

botanical species.

Modern Calabria is one of the poorest regions of the EU. Since the 

unification of Italy in 1861, an estimated 7 million people have 

emigrated in search of a better life. Today’s population of around 2 

million is outnumbered by the Calabrian diaspora now living in the 

USA, Canada, Australia, South America and other countries of 

Europe. 

The GOEL Cooperative Group was set up in the Calabrian 

region of Italy as an imaginative human rights based response to 

one of the most serious issues facing Italy: the mafia. Calabria is 

the most dramatically impacted region in Europe by this problem, 

with the local mafia, 'ndrangheta, maintaining a widespread 

stranglehold on the political and economic life of the community. 

Calabria also has high unemployment, with rates in the Locride 

area (where GOEL was founded) standing at 75%."



GOEL works to delegitimise the Calabrian mafia, ‘ndrangheta, by creating 

a grass-roots ethical and sustainable economy. Our social enterprises 

show Calabrians that it is possible to find decent jobs in ethical businesses 

free from mafia influence or control.

GOEL’s work is based on fundamental human rights principles, including 

an active promise from members to stand publicly against the mafia and 

to support the legitimate state. It promotes the empowerment of women 

and works actively to establish the human rights of migrants and 

refugees. 

GOEL was set up in 2003 as a community movement determined to 

challenge the mafia by creating a flourishing economy based on 

sustainable and ethical social enterprise. 

Its network of co-operatives works across a wide range of economic 

sectors – including organic agriculture, health services, food distribution, 

hospitality, responsible tourism, eco-fashion, textiles and organic 

cosmetics.

Our Mission 



GOEL social cooperative 
Manteiner of GOEL mission

Group Management and Coordination
Identity Training

Management of Support Services for the Group
Brands Property

Communication and Fund-raising
Local Development Projects

Social Animation
Campus GOEL (incubator)
Research & Development

Made in GOEL consortium 
Ethical Fashion

Handwoven fabrics
Clothes

Handcrafts

CONSORZIO SOCIALE GOEL 
social consortium

Social Services
Health Services

Responsible Tourism

GOEL Bio farmers consortium

Food Farming
Fresh Fruit and Food

Restaurants & Catering
Organic Dermo-Cosmetics

FRIENDS of GOEL
Voluntary Service Organization 

Professional 
 voluntary services for the 

Group

Social Cooperatives 

Individuals 

Cooperatives 

 Profit Enterprises

Social Cooperatives

Individuals  

Cooperatives 

Farmers

Individuals
and Investors 

Social Cooperatives Other no-profit organizations

The GOEL community co-operative 

movement is registered in Italy as a 

non-profit social enterprise. It 

includes 12 social enterprises, two 

agricultural cooperatives, two 

voluntary service associations, one 

foundation, 29 companies, most of 

them farms. 

GOEL employs about 350 people 

directly, excluding external or 

temporary workers and consultants.



GOEL Bio includes organic farming and food production, 

processing and distribution as well as bio-cosmetics, 

restaurants and catering. Farmers who refuse to submit to 

the mafia have formed a protective network to help members 

attacked by ‘ndrangheta.

The GOEL label CANGIARI is a leader in textile 

manufacturing, hand woven fabrics, handicrafts and 

eco-fashion. Marginalised women workers are 

employed to revive the ancient tradition of Calabrian 

hand weaving. Leading-edge design and tailoring 

transform the cloth into haute couture. CANGIARI is 

now the pre-eminent eco-ethical high fashion brand 

in Italy, the only one completely organic.

GOEL Welfare runs a shelter and skills workshop for new 

migrants arriving every year in Calabria and prevents them 

falling into the hands of the mafia. Migrants are welcome in 

Calabria, which has been severely depopulated by 

emigration. It also works to support disabled people, abused 

children, troubled teenagers and people suffering from 

mental health problems.

Campus GOEL is an incubator for Calabrian start-

ups. GOEL works especially with entrepreneurs 

developing new avenues of a future ethical economy. 



. . . . . . . .

I Viaggi del GOEL (GOEL Travels) is a responsible 

tourism tour operator. It contributes to the GOEL 

Group mission of changing Calabria.

Responsible Tourism can have a strong impact, especially 

in this Region, fighting against the mafia, enhancing 

social cohesion, protecting the environment and its 

biodiversity, preserving cultural heritage and local 

identity, rising awareness of the disadvantaged people 

integration‘s process and building bridges and strong 

alliances between the locals and foreigners.

travel
love

change

TURISMO RESPONSABILE
travel agency and tour operator



this is

CALABRIA



With its five marine conservation areas, crystalline waters (Blue Flag) and wide white beach, the 800 

kilometers coastline of Calabria can be considered a paradise on earth with natural beauty and diversity.

The coastal area of Locride, also known as the Jasmine Coast (or Riviera dei Gelsomini), takes its name 

from the typical jasmine plant cultivated in this area. Those flowers were collected in the past by women, 

sold and exported to France for the preparation of perfumes.

Along the Highway 106 popular seaside locations are: Siderno, Marina di Gioiosa Jonica, Roccella Jonica, 

Marina di Caulonia, Monasterace, Locri, Bovalino, Ardore, Bianco and Brancaleone where to find 

restaurants, beach resort, shops and other amenities.

nature and culture

the sea



Ÿ Over 64.000 hectares of unspoiled nature  and unique biodiversity

Ÿ Reaches 2,000 meters of height (Montalto is 1,955 m)

Ÿ Populated by important animal species like the wolf, the peregrine 

falcon and the eagle owl

Ÿ Deeply marked by a number of watercourses (more than 200 

waterfalls and streams)

Ÿ The park is full of wonderful nature trails

nature and culture

Aspromonte National Park



Ÿ Magna Graecia ( Ancient Greece): Riace Bronzes and the National Museum 

in Reggio Calabria, Archaeological Museums of Locri Epizephiri and Kaulon

Ÿ Roman period: Roman Villa of Casignana, Gerace’s Cathedral

Ÿ Byzantine period: Catholic Church of Stilo, Mammola Monastery (used now 

as a museum park of modern art)

nature and culture

archaeological sites

Many villages in this area recall the Norman and Medieval ages with churches and 

monasteries, castles and stately homes. The most important includes:



Among the many typical and traditional products made here are: terracotta, 

ceramics, hand-loomed fabrics and wrought iron objects. 

A wilde range of manufactured wooden products, from kitchen utensils, such 

as spoons and bowls, to the fine briar pipes.

nature and culture

craft



nature and culture

countryside cuisine
Ÿ Secular olive groves and extravirgin olive oil

Ÿ Home made pasta 

Ÿ Fried courgette flowers and stuffed aubergine

Ÿ Calabrian salami and the typical 'nduja ( spicy spreadable salami paste)

Ÿ Cheeses and an infinite variety of vegetables and legumes

Traditional Calabrian cuisine is full of flavor with dishes both spicy and delicate, all 

made by fresh ingredients and products such as:



Ÿ Swordfish cook in rolls, sandwiches or salad 

Ÿ Typical Pesce stocco (Stockfish) prepared with olives and potatoes or with pasta

Ÿ Fried Baccalà (salted codfish) 

Ÿ Stuffed fried or marinated sardines

nature and culture

seaside cuisine 

The sea offers a wide range of freshly caught fish such as:



Ÿ The world famous artisanal ice-cream

Ÿ Pastries with cream ’’gioiosane’’ (as shown in the picture)

Ÿ Almonds and honey biscuits 

Ÿ ’’Granita’’ (crushed-ice drinks made with fresh local fruit)

nature and culture

sweets and pastries

There is a vast number of desserts:



Ÿ Wine made from Mantonico, an ancient native grape variety

Ÿ Bivongi D.O.C. wines and Passito wine made from Greco di Bianco grapes

Ÿ Local fruit liqueurs (Limoncello, Nocino, Mandarinetto, Bergamini, etc.)

nature and culture

wines and liqueurs
Calabria has an ancient tradition of vineyards, wine making and liquors:



Ÿ A modern five-floors building in the heart of Locri, confiscated by the State 

from the ‘ndrangheta in 2005

Ÿ Entirely restructured, with all the comforts of a quality hotel: 15 triple 

rooms all with en-suite bathroom and balcony, Wi-Fi, reception, dining 

room with kitchen, terrace and solarium

Ÿ Ostello Locride Eco-friendly accommodation uses renewable energy such 

as solar panels to provide electricity and hot water

Ÿ Strategic location for mountain hiking and 10 minutes walk from the sea

our accomodation

Ostello Locride



our accomodation

the farmhouse ‘A Lanterna

Ÿ 67 hectares in the heart of Magna Graecia, the archaeological park of Kaulon

Ÿ 4 studios apartments  with kitchenettes in the main Manor, 5 double rooms 

with garden in the ‘‘Ovile’’  and 4 double rooms with private balcony in 

the‘‘Villa’’. All the rooms have a private bathroom with shower, air conditioning, 

LCD TV

Ÿ Organic restaurant, lounge with Internet connection, sun terrace and hiking 

trails

Ÿ Short walking distance from the lighthouse of Punta Stilo and the sea



our accomodation

the farmhouse Feudo Gagliardi

Ÿ 25 hectares of organic farming, vineyards, citrus groves

Ÿ 9 rooms (1 with disable access) all equipped with private bathroom and 

shower, air conditioning, LCD TV

Ÿ Restaurant, common lounge, swimming pool with sun terrace and bar, 

playground

Ÿ Ideal starting point for wonderful excursions



On the Streets of Legality

Organic Food and Traditions

Spiritual Paths

. . . . . . .
.

Meet young people who struggle against social

injustice and share their experience!

Taste the excellence of traditional Calabrian cuisine and handcrafts!

Discover the charm of silence in centenary places

of prayer!

Walking Holidays

Educational Responsible Tourism

Discovering Hidden Calabria

 Be part of an unspoiled landscape! 

 Let high-school students be part of the change!

Immerse yourself in the Calabrian tradition, from music

to handcrafts!

our itineraries



. . . . . . . .

travel agency services

Italian Language Courses and accomodation

Handloomed workshop

Wine tour and tasting
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